
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

2 March, 2011 – 1 April, 2011

Item 3a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: I spoke to Mr Carroll of Cuthbertsons 
Solicitors on 30 March.  He advised that ‘The Green’, Willowgreen conveyance has now been completed and final 
documentation should be received shortly. Meantime he requires the payment for Aimbaron’s solicitors fees that he advises 
come to £600.00 including VAT.

Referring to the parcel of land that is the ‘footpath to Otterburn Mill’ conveyance, Mr Carroll advises me that a detailed, 
scaled map of the actual piece of land is required by Land Registry. Mr Carroll will ask a local surveyor to complete this at, 
what I am advised, the reasonable cost of approximately £100.00. Otherwise I am told this conveyance should also be 
completed soon.

Item 3b: Mouldshaugh Developments (footpath) – Update: Despite several emails and voicemail messages left for 
Jenny Green of NCC Planning Department, I have not received a response or update on how NCC are progressing the 
matter with Mouldshaugh and the development of the footpath between Willow Green and the Children’s play area in 
Brierley Gardens.  I will now write to the Manager of the Department seeking an update.

Item 3c: Village tidy-up: A date of 16 April has been set for the Village Tidy-up. It will start at 10.00am and volunteers 
will meet outside Percy Arms.  An article was placed in the Hexham Courant advertising the event. Posters have been 
placed throughout the village and the school has been provided a number as well.

NCC will provide 50 bags (and collect these when full), 12 pairs of gloves and four litter-pickers. I have requested 
additional litter-pickers and been promised more will be given if available.

For Health and Safety reasons the tidy-up will not happen along any busy road. ‘Hot-spots’ suggested to focus on include 
Dennis Lane, area surrounding Children’s play area, the passage between Brierley Gardens and the road to Otterburn 
Camp, parts of the road to Otterburn camp e.g. alongside the Council Department.

Item 3d: Hawthorn trees along footpath to Otterburn Mill: Councillors Holden and Scott have cut back one of the 
three hawthorn trees that required the most attention.  This will allow re-growth and the remaining two trees will be closely 
monitored.

Item 3e: Dog fouling in the village: I met with Neil Armstrong, Animal Welfare Officer with NCC on 25 March in 
Otterburn following concern from some residents over the amount of dog fouling in the village.  Neil has put some ‘Clean 
it up’ stencils on the pavements in the ‘hot spots’. Additionally new lamp post posters have been put up in these areas and I 
have a number of further posters as required. I have also been given a number of ‘scoop the poop’ bags that will be made 
available for collection in the village shortly.

I am advised NCC have a service allowing people to report any dog fouling either by telephone 0845 600 6400 or via their 
website contactcentre@northumberland.gov.uk
Item 4b: Parish Council Audit 2011: I have today received the paperwork with requirements and timescales for this 
financial year financial audit.  I will share the details with you at the meeting.

Item 4c: PAYE for Local Council Clerks: A change in legislation for the new financial year requires that Parish Clerks 
are subject to PAYE. This means that Parish Clerks can never be considered self-employed for tax or National Insurance 
Contributions, must not be paid “gross” and must be taxed under PAYE.

Having consulted with HMRC I am advised action required is to register Otterburn Parish Council as an employer. I then 
need to complete the required paperwork and each month using the online calculator determine the tax as well as 
completing an annual return.

Item 4d: Payment of invoice for Renewal of Commercial Waste Collection Service 2011/12: You will be asked to 
approve the payment of the invoice received from NCC for the servicing of the dog bin located alongside the Otterburn 
Sports Centre.  The amount of £106.70 is slightly less than last year as VAT is no longer added to the service.

Item 4e: Payment of invoice to Matthew Charlton: You will be asked to approve the payment of £8.70 to Matthew 
Charlton for the purchase of the padlock that is being used on the gate at the Children’s play area.

Item 4f: Donation request to support the campaign to protect the future of Bellingham Surgery: You will be asked 
to consider a donation request from the ‘Friends of Bellingham Surgery’ to protect the surgery from further threatened cuts 
to their budget.

Item 4g: Payment of Solicitors fees for conveyance of ‘The Green’, Willowgreen: Referring to item 3a above you will 
be asked to approve the payment of £600.00 that represents the payment of Aimbaron’s Solicitors work in respect of the 
conveyance for ‘The Green’ that was donated to the Parish Council by Aimbaron.
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Item 5a: NCC20110115: Variation of condition 3 attached to planning permission 20100248: Installation of five roof 
lights and conversion of first floor. East Otterburn Farm, Bankfoot, Otterburn, Northumberland, NE19 1NP: This 
planning application was received between Parish Council meetings and required a response by 1 April. The Councillors 
have all reviewed the application and have approved the application. NCC Planning Department have been notified the 
decision.

Item 6a: Otterburn hall footpaths: I have been advised by John McErlane, Definitive Map Officer, NCC that a new 
Modification Order will need to be issued regarding the footpaths at Otterburn Hall. This is because the maximum period 
of six months between stages of the original Modification Order was exceeded by three weeks.  The Secretary of State will 
not continue with the present Order hence the need to start with a new one. John advises the new Modification Order will 
be advertised as soon as possible.

Item 6b: Royal Wedding street party: There has been an enquiry as to whether there is any desire for a Street Party to 
celebrate the Royal Wedding on 29 April.  You will be asked to consider whether this is a matter the Parish Council wishes 
to support.

Item 6c:  Mobile veterinary service: I have been advised that Orchard House Veterinary Services Ltd have confirmed 
they will be operating a mobile veterinary service from May 2011. This will be located outside the Memorial Hall. Details 
are still to be confirmed but it is likely the service will be provided on Monday’s and Friday’s between 3.00 – 4.00. Further 
details will be provided when received.

Martin Chilvers 1 April, 2011
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